
 
 
2008 - Celebrating the 40th anniversary of Superior Institute of Religious Studies ( ISER ) 
 
 
 
The September 22, 2008 took place in Buenos Aires, in the Argentine Center for International 
Relations (CARI), a celebratory event of the fortieth anniversary of the Higher Institute of Religious 
Studies - ISER (Judeo-Christian interfaith group) which was founded in December 1967 and started 
its academic activities in March 1968. 
 
This Institute was an early and successful interfaith experience as a meeting place of the three 
branches of the Argentine denominational Judeo-Christianity. Its primary goals are essentially two: 
the coexistence and mutual understanding. No attempt was made at any time of an integration 
project, there was neither aims at overcoming dogmatic differences, but the search for common 
elements on which to support the general basis for strengthening religious and social life. His first 
stage, until 1989 appears linked to the names of Rabbi Marshall Meyer, and José Miguez Bonino 
pastors , Ricardo Pietrantonio, Peter Clarke, Ricardo Guillermo Mackenna and Couch, his wife 
Beatriz Melano Couch, and Prof. Severino Croatto, all of ISEDET, who was -along with the 
Rabbinical Seminary (SRL)- the other central host institution in the life of ISER. In the early days 
of the Catholic Seminary professors concurred Villa Devoto (Faculty of Theology of the UCA), 
including now Cardinal Jorge Mejía, who was made a farewell at the Rabbinical Seminary when he 
left for the Vatican. Also involved P. Jose Barrientos, Pastor of San Isidro, and Prof. Marcelo Perez 
Rivas (Protestant). From about 1970 to his arrival in the country, was bound Sister Alda of the 
Congregation of Our Lady of Sion. 
 
While ISER was and is primarily a private group, had some public activities, which significantly 
expanded in the 80s. An important and significant public activity was the Ecumenical Congress 
Judeo Christian who celebrated 20 years of informal existence in 1985 (as the group was first 
convened in 1965). It was held in Buenos Aires, on 6 and 7 July, well attended public of various 
denominations, educators, government officials, etc. On the occasion of the celebration, ISER 
instituted a special award for people who had their work featured significantly in favor of 
coexistence: the Ecumenical Prize Maimonides, whose first delivery was made by the Congress to 
Monsignor Jorge Novak, Bishop of Quilmes, upon submission and prize awarded by the Pastor Dr. 
José Miguel Bonino. Also a special mention to the Congregation of the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Sion, in the person of Sister Alda for his work in Argentina and Latin America was granted. 
 
The second award was made in August 1987, at which time it was given to Rab. Marshall Meyer 
and Pastor Ricardo Couch, U.S. citizens (one Jewish, one Presbyterian) who settled in Argentina 
dedicated to breaking new ground in religious relations in their communities. In the keynote 
presentation of these awards, Bishop Novak (former winner) said, among other things:  
 

“If he goes out into the consciousness of humanity and respect for God 's holy Law, and if the 
man does not feel the need to worship that balances if the human family and not raised in 
prayer of praise and thanksgiving to God what is left to wait but the arrogant domination of 
the few ‘lucky on the crowd of the poor, humanity reduced to a huge concentration camp, and 
gimmicky new forms of corporal and moral torture? [...]”. 

 
During the age of forty years of activity, exceeding a period of recess, and to disseminate the 
achievements in the reactivated in this last five years, this academic session under review, during 
which granted the third time of the Maimonides Award was organized now Bishop Jorge Mario 
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Bergoglio SJ, President of the Episcopal Conference, Cardinal Primate of Argentina . In presenting 
the award, by Celina Lértora, stressed his religious attitude: never condemn accepted for religious 
reasons, but just so morally wrong. From a young age, and after his priestly ordination, he has been 
interested in dialogue with those who do not share their faith. It is noteworthy particularly his 
approach to the Jewish community, embodied in numerous joint activities such as panel 
discussions, writings, visits to synagogues. Bergoglio Bishop was the first to utter homilies in 
synagogues, and for three times. Although more recent, is also strong commitment to dialogue with 
Islam, embodied primarily through the Islamic Center of Argentina. Archbishop Bergoglio has 
repeatedly said he considers respect for the faith of others as a component of respect for personal 
dignity. But in this dialogue, he warns, the differences and specificities should be saved, because 
otherwise the danger of diluting the religious identity , which provides membership and personal 
identity runs . This personalistic conception of interreligious dialogue is what has also chaired the 
foundation and life of ISER far. As proposed by Bishop Bergoglio, is not as important as generating 
institutions live in community identities and differences, respecting and loving each other as 
creatures of God, we seek, according to our means, we honor pathways seem more successful. 
 
Rev. Dr. Jose Miguez Bonino, Ob: At this event delivery of Diplomas and ISER Emeritus Members 
founders and original members, whose efforts and enthusiasm helped to strengthen the Institute was 
made. Aldo Etchegoyen Archbishop Cardinal Jorge Mejía, and Rev. Dr. Ricardo Pietrantonio, who 
then participated in a testimonial table. 
 
He also paid tribute to deceased members, each with evocations by active members of ISER: Rab. 
Marshall Meyer, by Rab. Abraham Skorka; Dr. Luis Farré, by Rev. Dr. Ricardo Pietrantonio; Rev. 
Horacio Gualdieri by Ob. Aldo Etchegoyen, Dr. Severino Croatto, by Rev. Dr. Jerome Granados, 
Dr. Beatriz Melano, by Dr. Celina Lértora; Rab. Ariel Korob by Rab. Graciela Grynberg . 
 
Completing this act two academic dissertations were heard: “Interreligious dialogue and ISER” by 
Jerome Granados, and the presentation of the book Under the Fig Tree (ISER Meeting 2006) by Dr. 
Aldo P. Ranieri. 
 
Participated in this celebration authorities CARI through Amb. Fernando Petrella, a member of its 
Executive Committee and Dr. Adalberto Rodriguez Giavarini, its President. The Secretary 's Office 
of Worship, Amb. Guillermo Oliveri, representing the Argentina Chancellery, presented at ISER a 
plaque noting the social and political importance of religious dialogue and coexistence. On behalf 
of the Institute received the distinction its President, Rab. Abraham Skorka and announced that the 
board will remain in custody at the Rabbinical Seminary, to be transported to other locations where 
appropriate in acts of ISER are made. 
 
The celebration was attended by numerous accessions of public and private institutions of the three 
faiths represented at ISER, and also of the Orthodox Christian faiths and the Islamic community, 
and was commented very positively by the press. 
 
 
 
 


